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Member of the Senate
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators:

[ have followed with great interest the ongoing debate in Congress to
reauthorize three PATRIOT Act provisions before they expire this Friday, May 27th. |
have consistently voiced strong support for the necessity of the PATRIOT Act, and
my feelings have not diminished over time. The first responsibility of government is
to provide the security that preserves the lives and liberties of the people. Since its
passage, the PATRIOT Act has enabled our government to fulfill this mandate by
playing an instrumental role in numerous successful operations to protect American
citizens from terrorist plans. To abandon the Constitutional tools provided by the
Act would not advance the principles of limited government, but rather senselessly

imperil American lives by ignoring the lessons of September 11th, 2001.

It is important to note the PATRIOT Act has enabled information sharing and
cooperation among government agencies. The Act tore down the “wall,” the legal
barrier that prevented law enforcement, intelligence, and national defense
communities from talking and coordinating their work to protect the American
people and our national security. The Act ensured that our nation’s ability to
provide for our security would no longer be restricted by boxes on an organizational
chart. Since the wall has been torn down, police officers, FBI agents, federal
prosecutors, and intelligence officials can now team together to uncover terrorist

plots before they come to fruition.

Given the tremendous role the PATRIOT Act has played in our collective
security, [ am disappointed to see baseless accusations continue to malign the Act.
In some circles, mere mention of the PATRIOT Act is enough to conjure up images of

the government rummaging through Grandma'’s private financial records or
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listening in on a mother’s telephone conversation with her teenage daughter. These
images, while inaccurate, are somewhat understandable given the barrage of false
and misleading information over the years. Rather than engage in a serious debate
about the necessity of the PATRIOT Act, some have chosen to use scare tactics and
irrational claims to foster opposition. As Congress considers this legislation, it is
time to put aside the inflammatory rhetoric; make no mistake, these lawful and
essential provisions enable our intelligence community to foil terrorist plots and

provide security to our nation’s citizens.

[ have long believed that the PATRIOT Act is completely constitutional, and
my views have not changed. It is worth noting that eight separate individuals from
two different Presidential Administrations have served as either Attorney General
or Director of National Intelligence since September 11, 2001, and each one has

supported the PATRIOT Act.

The PATRIOT Act is not an unlimited license for the federal government to
snoop on Americans. Rather, its narrow goal is to provide lawful tools to prevent
terrorist attacks. Itis largely made up of legal tools that were already in place and
available to other areas of law enforcement but were not available in the fight
against terror. For example, the roving wire tap provision in the Act simply

provides the same authority that has been available for drug cases since 1986.

Because protecting our national security is one of the federal government’s
core responsibilities, those who advance limited government principles are on firm
ground in supporting this Act. Private citizens cannot investigate possible terrorist
plots. While I applaud the hard work of local law enforcement officers throughout
the country, they are limited in their abilities to discover or stop terrorist plots
outside their local jurisdictions. While the federal government’s constitutional role
should not encompass imposing government-run health care, taking over our

automotive or financial industries, or forcing us to buy certain lightbulbs, the federal
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government is appropriately—and constitutionally—charged with defending the

personal security and freedom of the American people.

The three expiring Patriot Act provisions are essential to maintaining a
strong national defense. Usama bin Laden would likely still be plotting away but for
the tools and authorities given to our intelligence community through Congressional
legislation over the years. The bin Laden operation has put all of our enemies on
notice: you can run but you cannot hide. But the threat has not subsided, and our
intelligence personnel cannot do their jobs without effective, safeguarded

constitutional authorities.

Although given the opportunity during extensive analysis and debate
spanning nearly ten years, critics of these three provisions cannot point to any
evidence they have been abused. In fact, not only has one authority (the so-called
“lone wolf”) not been abused, to date, it has not been used. While any power might
be illegally and unconstitutionally perverted, the law provides clear avenues for
penalty, redress and correction. The layers of oversight of the PATRIOT Act’s use
from all branches of government have worked together to protect innocent
Americans even as our intelligence professionals track those with nefarious motives.
Since its passage shortly after 9/11, the PATRIOT Act has been evaluated and
vigorously debated by Congress, government officials, law enforcement and
intelligence personnel, advocacy organizations, and the American people. Congress
has held over 50 hearings on this topic. Few, if any, other pieces of legislation can

claim—much less withstand—such scrutiny.

Having served as a public official, | have a healthy skepticism of government
power. Nevertheless, I will continue to revisit efforts to weaken our nation’s
capacity to defend my personal liberties and security. An insecure America does

nothing to advance the cause of limited government or personal liberty.

Due in large part to the PATRIOT Act, we have made tremendous progress

since September 11, 2001, in preventing terrorist attacks and protecting the
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two years have demonstrated, our enemies have not rested. Neither can we.

[ appreciate your continued support of this indispensible legislation, and I

urge your colleagues in the Senate to support the extension of these provisions.

Sincerely,

Jrom Erlnsps-

John Ashcroft
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